PACIFIC NORTHWEST PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION
An Affiliate Association of the National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc.
HISTORY OF PACIFIC NORTHWEST PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION
Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association was incorporated as an Oregon nonprofit corporation in July 1981, under the name Willamette Valley Paralegals.  Its name was subsequently changed to Willamette Valley Legal Assistants.  To reflect the expanding nature and scope of the organization, in 1990 its name was changed to Pacific Northwest Legal Assistants.  On March 16, 2004 the organization changed its name to Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association as a result of the new use of the word “Assistant” which many law firms now associate with legal secretaries.  
The corporation was formed to provide its members with a forum for the exchange of knowledge and ideas; to foster active communication among paralegals; to encourage and expand the utilization of paralegals; to participate in the development of the paralegal profession; to promote the education and professional standards of the paralegal profession; and to improve relations between paralegals and the legal community.
The paralegal profession is a rapidly expanding and career-oriented field.  Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association is actively involved in the continuing development of the profession and in furthering the legal education and expertise of its members.  To provide quality education to its members, as well as nonmembers, Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association provides its members with educational information and assists with promoting educational events and classes.

Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association is an affiliate association of the National Associate of Legal Assistants, Inc.  In conjunction with the national association, Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association encourages the advancement of the paralegal profession through promotion of a voluntary certification program offered by the national association.

Additional information may be obtained by writing to Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association at PO Box 1854, Portland OR 97207-1854.



